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Overview

• These slides will include 

– Key figures from child protection committees in Iceland, 

information collected at the municipality level.

– Key figures from child protection resources provided by the 

Government Agency for Child Protection. These are:

• Youth Assessment and Treatment Centre (Studlar)

• MST- Multisystemic Therapy and PMTO – Parent Management Training

• Barnahus (Children´s House (Barnahus))

• Residential Treatment Homes

https://www.bvs.is/urraedi/studlar/
http://www.bvs.is/media/barnahus/childrens-house-brocure.pdf
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The basic unit for child protection in Iceland is the child protection committee (hereby referred to 

as CPC) which is responsible for child protection services at the local level. To ensure consistency, 

all Icelandic CPCs must work by the same classification system, as listed below.  

I. Child maltreatment

Neglect

– Physical and medical neglect 

– Educational neglect 

– Emotional neglect

– Safety and care

Abuse 

– Emotional abuse

– Physical abuse 

– Sexual abuse 

Health or life of an unborn child is endangered

II. Children´s risk taking behaviour 
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REPORTS TO CHILD PROTECTION COMMITTEES
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Definitions

• Reports: Number of reports to Child Protection Committees (CPC). Number of 

reports may be more than the number of children being reported. 

• Case: Not all reports are investigated. A report becomes a case once a decision 

to investigate has been made. 



Reports to CPC, by gender

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Boys 50,4% 51,7% 52,4% 51,7% 52,2%

Girls 48,7% 47,2% 46,5% 47,3% 47,0%

Unborn babies 0,8% 1,1% 1,1% 1,0% 0,9%
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Reports to CPC and number of children
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Number of cases in child protection 
(one case = one child)

Number of new cases each year Number of cases carried over from the year before Total number of cases

2015 2.514 2.299 4.813

2016 2.715 2.601 5.316

2017 2.678 2.594 5.272

2018 2.828 2.675 5.503

2019 2.992 2.748 5.740
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Reports to CPC and number of children, by gender
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Number of children subject of report and investigation*

*67-69%  children who have been subject of report become subject of 
investigation and thereby a case.  
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Number of cases, by age and year

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

0-5 years 1309 1451 1394 1441 1431

6-10 years 1371 1476 1471 1500 1515

11-14 years 1015 1125 1219 1317 1449

15-17 years 970 1072 1047 1047 1135

18-19 years 108 136 84 143 161

Unborn babies 40 56 57 55 49
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0–5 years 6–10 years 11–14 years 15–17 years 18–19 years Unborn

2015 27,2 28,5 21,1 20,2 2,2 0,8

2016 27,3 27,8 21,2 20,2 2,6 1,1

2017 26,4 27,9 23,1 19,9 1,6 1,1

2018 26,2 27,3 23,9 19,0 2,6 1,0

2019 24,9 26,4 25,2 19,8 2,8 0,9
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Reason given for reporting (%)
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Neglect – total and subcategories*

Neglect total Safety and care Physical neglect Educational neglect Emotional neglect

2015 3.254 2.640 200 185 400

2016 3.695 3.075 224 231 333

2017 3.837 3.305 226 178 282

2018 4.264 3.664 210 212 340

2019 4.770 4.169 207 217 346
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*A report may fall in more than one subcategory. The sum of subcategories may 
thus exceed the total count of reports due to neglect.   



Neglect – safety and care subcategory

2.640 3.075 3.305 3.664 4.169
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25-30% of reports that fall into the safety and care subcategory are due to a 
parent's alcohol and/or substance abuse



Abuse – total and subcategories*

Abuse Emotional abuse Physical abuse Sexual abuse

2015 2.216 1.282 491 460

2016 2.641 1.686 571 452

2017 2.801 1.710 694 449

2018 2.581 1.595 611 448

2019 3.005 1.930 692 470
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*A report may fall in more than one subcategory. The sum of subcategories may 
thus exceed the total count of reports due to abuse.   



Abuse – emotional abuse subcategory
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Emotional abuse Thereof due to domestic violence

Roughly 35% of reports that fall into the emotional abuse subcategory are due 
to domestic violence



Children´s risk taking behaviour – total and 
subcategories*

Children´s risk taking
behaviour

Substance abuse
Endangers own health

and development
Delinquency Violent behaviour

School disengagement
and truancy

2015 3.071 570 1.180 778 436 166

2016 2.925 573 1.071 690 457 234

2017 3.295 552 1.277 813 500 253

2018 3.270 603 1.309 654 548 263

2019 3.508 731 1.250 722 626 340
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*A report may fall in more than one subcategory. The sum of subcategories may 
thus exceed the total count of reports due to children´s risk taking behaviour.   



Health or the life of an unborn child is endangered
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Who reports?

Police Schools
Preschools/

child minders
Health care
providers

Other CPAs
Social

services
Parents

Family
members,
other than

parents

Child itself Neighbour Others

2015 44,8% 11,7% 2,0% 10,6% 2,2% 3,0% 7,8% 5,4% 0,4% 5,4% 6,8%

2016 43,9% 12,5% 2,8% 9,3% 2,0% 2,5% 7,8% 4,8% 0,6% 6,8% 7,0%

2017 42,8% 12,5% 2,3% 10,2% 1,9% 2,5% 7,5% 5,1% 0,7% 5,9% 8,6%

2018 42,6% 13,2% 2,1% 10,1% 1,3% 2,4% 8,0% 5,4% 0,5% 6,6% 7,8%

2019 41,8% 14,3% 2,1% 10,0% 1,7% 2,7% 6,9% 4,6% 0,5% 6,7% 8,7%
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2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

% % % % %

Proportion of cases 
where the child was of 
foreign background1

19,9 21 22,1 21,5 22,7

Proportion of children of 
foreign background in 
Iceland2

18 18,7 19,6 20,6 21,5

• 1Foreign 
background: 
children who 
are first or 
second 
generation 
immigrants or of 
mixed 
parentage

• 2Total numbers: 
Based on official 
numbers from 
Statistics Iceland 
(Hagstofa
Íslands)

Children of foreign background1
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RESOURCES AVAILABLE
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Resources 

• Following an investigation, there are several resources 

available to the family if a case has been substantiated

• Depending on the need, these can take place in the home or 

result in an out-of-home placement. 



CPS´ resources* 
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*Number of children either receiving support within the home or have had out of 
home placement. Out of home placements include foster care or treatment facilities.  



CPS´ resources - Support within the home
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CPS´ resources – out-of-home placements
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  Acute placement (treatment facility) Group homes

Residential facility (often acute) Other placements such as with extended family (often acute)



Studlar – Acute center (14 days max.)
Number of intakes
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Studlar – Acute center (14 days max.)
Total number of children
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Placements in foster care within a respective year 
(number of children)

76 75

83

52

70

21 21

17

12

25

19
17

11

16

9

26
24

16

25
27

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Short term Long term Supported Short term changed to long term



Barnahus - overview
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Barnahus: Investigative interviews

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Fjöldi Fjöldi Fjöldi Fjöldi Fjöldi

Total Testimonies for Court Judges 127 116 117 128 150

Of which testimones for Court Judges 
regarding Sexual abuse

77 60 70 85 105

Of which testimonies for Court Judges 
regarding Physical/Domestic Violence

50 56 47 43 45

Exploratory interviews 114 119 116 108 107

Total Investigative interviews 241 235 233 236 257



Barnahus: Investigative interviews
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Children receiving therapy at Barnahus, by age

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

3–5 8,3% 8,2% 6,7% 5,6% 2,8%

6–8 10,0% 11,9% 12,7% 13,9% 12,1%

9–11 12,5% 11,2% 8,2% 11,1% 8,4%

12–14 20,8% 21,6% 25,4% 34,3% 26,2%

15–17 48,3% 47,0% 47,0% 35,2% 50,5%
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Children receiving therapy at Barnahus, by gender 

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Girls 83,30% 77,60% 81,30% 64,80% 84,10%

Boys 16,70% 22,40% 18,70% 35,20% 15,90%
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Children of foreign background1

• 1Foreign background: 
children who are first 
or second generation 
immigrants or of 
mixed parentage

• 2Specialised service: 
Multisystemic
therapy (MST) or 
treatment facilities 
for children and 
youth. 

• 3Total numbers: 
Based on official 
numbers from 
Statistics Iceland 
(Hagstofa Íslands)

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

% % % % %

Proportion of 
applications for 
specialised service 
where the child was 
of foreign 
background 2

6,9 9,7 11,3 12,1 10,4

Proportion of 

applications for  a 

fosterparent where 

the child was of 

foreign background

14,3 13,4 20,5 23,3 27,0

Proportion of 

children of foreign 

background in 

Iceland3

18,0 18,7 19,6 20,6 21,5



Further information

• Child Protection in Iceland and the role of the Government 
Agency for Child Protection

• Children´s House - Barnahús

http://www.bvs.is/media/forsida/Child-Protection-in-Iceland-and-the-role-of-the-Government-Agency-for-Child-Protection.pdf
http://www.bvs.is/media/almenningur/Barnahus,-an-overview.pdf

